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IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA 

GAUTENG DIVISION, JOHANNESBURG 

CASE NO:  2025/202408 

DATE:  2025-11-04 

 

(1)  REPORTABLE:      NO 
(2)  OF INTEREST TO OTHER JUDGES:  NO 
(3)  REVISED                 
 10 
 
SIGNATURE  DATE: 6 November 2025 
 

In the matter  between 

 
 
 
 
 
RESIDENTS OF S[…],  N[…]  20 
AND M[…] STREETS, DLAMINI,  SOWETO Appl icants 
 
and 

THE MINISTER OF ELECTRICITY AND 
ENERGY AND TWO OTHERS Respondents 
 
 

J U D G M E N T EX TEMPORE  

 

WILSON, J :  The appl icants,  who are var ious residents of  30 

three st reets in  Dlamini  Extension 1,  Soweto,  approached 

me in person on an urgent  basis  to restore the e lect r ic i ty  

supply to cer ta in of  the proper t ies in  those st reets,  which 
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was cut  off  dur ing or  about  12 August  2025.  

 The appl icants a l lege that  in  the course of  seeking 

the reconnect ion of  the e lect r ic i ty  cut  off  on that  date,  they 

st ruck a bargain wi th the second respondent ,  Eskom 

Hold ings,  represented by the th i rd respondent ,  Mr 

Maphala la,  that  cer ta in payments would be made to Eskom 

as a condi t ion of  restorat ion of  the supply.  

 The appl icants  a l lege in their  papers that  those 

payments were made,  but  the supply was not  restored.   The 

appl icants have accordingly been wi thout  e lect r ic i ty  s ince 10 

mid-August  2025.  

 They br ing th is  appl icat ion to declare that  Eskom is  in  

breach of  i ts  agreement  wi th them, and to d i rect  Eskom to 

restore the e lect r ic i ty  supply to each household present ly  

wi thout  i t ,  on each of  the three st reets ,  wi th in 48 hours of  

the order  being made.  

 The appl icants have served the appl icat ion on the 

state at torney.  They have not  served the appl icat ion on 

Eskom at  i ts  headquarters at  M[…] P[…].  Nor have they 

served the appl icat ion on the th i rd respondent  at  h is  off ice.  20 

Neverthe less,  the f i rs t  respondent ,  having been g iven a 

week’s not ice of  the appl icat ion v ia the state at torney,  has 

chosen not  to oppose the appl icat ion – or,  at  least ,  no one 

f rom the state at torney has appeared before me to oppose 

the grant  of  the re l ie f  sought .   



2025/202408/ec  JUDGMENT 
2025-11-04 
 

  

3 

 Given the obvious urgency of  the mat ter  and the 

hardships being exper ienced by the appl icants,  I  am 

inc l ined to make an inter im order,  d i rect ing the restorat ion 

of  the e lect r ic i ty  to the appl icants ’ homes,  pending the fu l l  

and proper  serv ice of  the appl icat ion and a return date on 

which the mer i ts  of  the appl icat ion may be vent i la ted.   

 Accordingly,  I  make the fo l lowing order :  

 1  The mat ter  is declared urgent ,  and the 

appl icants ’ departure f rom the ord inary ru les of  

not ice,  the t ime per iods speci f ied in the ru les,  10 

and the ru les of  serv ice,  is  condoned.   

   2  A ru le n is i  is  issued,  cal l ing on the respondents,  

or  any other  interested par ty,  to  show cause 

before Wi lson J  at  10am on 25 November 2025 

why the fo l lowing order  should not  be made f inal  

– 

 2.1 The second respondent  is  declared to 

be in breach of  i ts  agreement  to 

restore e lect r ic i ty  to the appl icants on 

the terms and condi t ions set  out  at  20 

paragraphs 36 to 40 of  the appl icants ’ 

founding aff idavi t .   

 2 .2 The second respondent  is  d i rected to 

restore the e lect r ic i ty  supply to each 

household present ly  wi thout  such 
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supply on S[…],  N[…] and M[…] 

Streets,  Dlamini  Extension 1,  Soweto,  

wi th in 48 hours of  the serv ice of  th is 

order  upon i t .   

 2 .3 The f i rs t  respondent  is  d i rected to take 

a l l  the administ rat ive and other  steps 

necessary to ensure that  the second 

respondent  compl ies wi th the order  in  

paragraph 2.2 above.  

     3  The orders in  paragraphs 2.2 and 2.3 above wi l l      10 

operate as an inter im interd ict  pending the return 

date.  

     4  A copy of  th is  order  is  for thwi th to be served – 

 4.1 On the f i rs t  respondent ,  care of  the 

State At torney,  Johannesburg.  

         4 .2 On the second respondent  at  M[…] P[…],   

  Maxwel l  Dr ive,  Sunninghi l l ,  Sandton,  2157.  

         4 .3 On the th i rd respondent  a t  the Eskom Midway  

  Customer Serv ice Centre,  1[…] I […] 

Road,  M[…],  Soweto.  20 

 5      Costs are reserved.  

 

 
 

WILSON, J 
JUDGE OF THE HIGH COURT 

4 November 2025 
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