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 I t  i s  the  p rac t ice  in  th is  d iv is ion  tha t  counse l  who  

a re  b r ie fed  on  t r ia l  to  com m ence  on  a  M onday  in  

c i rcum stances  where  a  judge  is  no t  a l loca ted  to  com m ence  

the  t r ia l  on  M onday  m us t  ho ld  them se lves  open  un t i l  a  judge  

is  a l loca ted .    

 I t  appears  tha t  ne i the r  counse l  in  th is  case  d id  tha t .   

I  was  a lso  in fo rm ed ,  by  the  a t to rney  fo r  the  p la in t i f f ,  tha t  

the  p la in t i f f  d id  no t  know,  un t i l  las t  week ,  tha t  the  t r ia l  da te  

had  been  se t  fo r  10  June  2024 .    

 The re  is  a  w ide ly -sha red  no te  on  the  CaseL ines  10 

en t ry  fo r  th is  m a t te r  in fo rm ing  the  pa r t ies  o f  the  a l loca ted  

t r ia l  da te  o f  10  June  2024 .  The  no te  was  pos ted  on  28  

Augus t  2023 .  I  f ind  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  accep t  tha t  anyone  cou ld  

have  been  unaware  o f  the  t r ia l  da te  i f  they  had  logged  in to  

the  CaseL ines  f i le  a t  any  po in t  s ince  then .   Assum ing ,  as  I  

m us t ,  tha t  the  a t to rney  fo r  the  p la in t i f f  i s  te l l ing  the  t ru th ,  i t  

seem s to  m e  tha t  no  one  fo r  the  p la in t i f f  had  in  fac t  checked  

the  CaseL ines  f i le  fo r  th is  m a t te r  be tween  28  Augus t  las t  

yea r  and  som e po in t  las t  week .   Acco rd ing ly,  they  d id  no t  

f ind  ou t  tha t  a  t r ia l  da te  had  been  a l loca ted .    20 

 The  conduc t  o f  counse l  in  th is  case  and  the  

conduc t  o f  the  a t to rney  fo r  the  p la in t i f f  fa l l s  be low  wha t  can  

reasonab ly  be  expec ted  o f  lega l  rep resen ta t ives  who  a re  

requ i red  to  p repa re  a  m a t te r  fo r  t r ia l .  I  reco rd  the  Cour t ’s  

d isappo in tm en t  w i th  a l l  the  rep resen ta t ives  invo lved .  I t  
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seem s to  m e  tha t  the  a t to rneys  fo r  the  de fendan ts  canno t  

escape  c r i t i c ism ,  s ince  they  appear  to  have  done  l i t t le  o r  

no th ing  to  p repa re  fo r  t r ia l ,  in  pa r t icu la r  by  engag ing  w i th  

the  p la in t i f f ’s  rep resen ta t ives ,  s ince  the  t r ia l  da te  was  

a l loca ted .    

 Tr ia l  da tes  on  the  c iv i l  ro l l  in  th is  d iv is ion  a re  

p rec ious  th ings .   Pa r t ies  wa i t  a  long  t im e  fo r  them ,  and  the  

a l loca ted  da tes  m us t  be  g rasped  when  they  com e a long .  In  

th is  case ,  th rough  no  fau l t  o f  any  o f  the  pa r t ies ,  the i r  lega l  

rep resen ta t ives ,  by  igno r ing  the  re levan t  conven t ions ,  by  10 

no t  check ing  CaseL ines  and  by  no t  p repa r ing  them se lves  

app rop r ia te ly,  have  le t  th is  t r ia l  day  go .    

 Tha t  i s  unaccep tab le .  The  pa r t ies  a re  however  

ag reed  tha t  the  m a t te r  m us t  be  pos tponed  g iven  tha t  no  one  

is  p repa red  to  p roceed .  Bu t  I  do  no t  th ink  tha t  any  o f  the  

pa r t ies ’ lega l  rep resen ta t ives  ough t  to  be  ab le  to  co l lec t  

fees  re la t ing  to  any  appearances  o r  a t tendances  du r ing  the  

cou rse  o f  th is  week .   The  reasons  fo r  m y  tak ing  tha t  v iew  

shou ld  be  obv ious .   

 Fo r  a l l  these  reasons  I  m ake  the  fo l low ing  o rde r.    20 

 

 1 .     The  t r ia l  i s  pos tponed  s ine  d ie .    

 

 2 .    The  pa r t ies ’ a t to rneys  sha l l  no t  be  

en t i t led  to  render  an  accoun t  as  be tween  






